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EUGENICS  BOARD  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA 


Mrs.  W,  T.  Bost,  Commissioner  of  Public  Welfare,  Chairman 

Hon.  Harry  McMullan,  Attorney  General 

Dr.  Carl  V.  Reynolds,  Secretary  and  State  Health  Officer,  State 

Board  of  Health 
Dr.  J.  W.  AsHBY,  Superintendent,  State  Hospital,  Raleigh 
Dr.  F.  L.  Whelpley,  Superintendent,  State  Hospital,  Goldsboro 


STAFF 

R.  Eugene  Brown,  Secretari/ 
Margaret  Runnion,  Office  Secretary 


LETTER  OF  TRANSMITTAL 


To  His  Excellency,  J.  Melville  Broughton, 
Governor  of  North  Carolina. 

Dear  Sir  : 

I  have  the  honor  of  submitting  herewith  the  report  of  the 
Eugenics  Board  of  North  Carolina  for  the  biennial  period  dating 
from  July  1,  1940,  through  June  30,  1942. 


Sincerely  yours, 


Mrs.  W.  T.  Bost, 

Chairman. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY 

TO 
The  Eugenics  Board  of  North  Carolina 


The  North  CaroHna  sterilization  law  provides  for  the  sterili- 
zation of  mentally  diseased,  epileptic  and  feeble-minded  persons, 
when  it  is  believed  that  the  individual  would  be  likely,  unless  such 
operation  is  performed,  "to  procreate  a  child  or  children  who 
would  have  a  tendency  to  serious  physical,  mental,  or  nervous 
disease  or  deficiency." 

As  stated  by  the  Human  Betterment  Foundation  of  Pasadena, 
California : 

1.  Sterilization  has  one  effect  only — it  prevents  parent- 
hood. 

2.  It  is  not  a  punishment;  it  is  a  protection  and  there- 
fore carries  no  stigma  or  humiliation. 

3.  It  in  no  way  unsexes  the  party  sterilized. 

4.  Sterilization  is  approved  by  the  families  and  friends 
of  the  sterilized. 

5.  It  is  approved  by  the  medical  staff,  probation  officers, 
and  social  workers  generally  wherever  they  have 
come  in  contact  with  these  patients. 

6.  It  permits  patients  to  return  to  their  homes  and 
friends  who  would  otherwise  be  confined  to  institu- 
tions during  the  fertile  period  of  life. 

7.  The  records  show  that  many  moron  girls  paroled 
after  sterilization  have  married  and  are  happy  and 
succeeding  fairly  well.  They  could  never  have  man- 
aged and  cared  for  children,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
inheritance  and  fate  of  such  children. 

8.  Homes  are  kept  together  by  sterilization  of  husband 
and  wife  in  many  mild  cases  of  mental  disease,  thus 
removing  the  dread  by  the  normal  spouse  of  the 
procreation  of  a  defective  child  and  permitting 
normal  marital  companionship. 

9.  The  operation  is  comparatively  simple.  Under  con- 
servative laws,  sanely  and  diplomatically  adminis- 
tered, sterilization  offers  to  the  mentally  diseased, 
mentally  defective  and  their  families  great  relief  and 
great  protection  to  the  defenseless  child  of  the 
future. 
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During  the  biennial  period  ended  June  30,  1942  a  total  num- 
ber of  339  sterilization  operations  were  performed  under 
authorization  of  the  Eugenics  Board.  Three  hundred  and  ninety 
petitions  for  sterilization  were  presented  to  the  Board  for  con- 
sideration during  this  period,  and  the  Board  authorized  sterili- 
zation in  385  cases. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  type  of  operations 
performed  under  orders  of  the  Eugenics  Board  during  the  past 
two  years: 

Total    Number    of    Stekii.izatiox    Oi'khatxoxs — By    Type    of    Opeuatiox    and 
Okigix  of  Petitiox — July  1,  1940  through  Juxe  30,  1942. 


Vasectomy 

Castration 

Salpin- 
gectomy 

Ovariectomy 

Total 

State  Institution  .  . 

66 
11 

O 

1 
3 

13-2 

9 

114 

OQl 

Count V  Institution 

10 

Xon-Institutlon  . 

l->8 

Total 

77 

7 

255 

339 

Only  12  cases  were  presented  to  the  Board  without  the 
written  consent  of  the  parent,  guardian,  or  next  of  kin  during 
the  biennial  period.  In  these  cases  the  parties  concerned  were 
given  15  days  notice  of  an  opportunity  to  be  heard  by  the  Board. 
Hearings  were  held  in  only  2  cases  (one  rejected — one  approved)  ; 
therefore,  it  can  readily  be  seen  that  if  the  case  for  sterilization 
is  properly  presented,  the  cooperation  of  the  family  can  be 
secured  in  most  instances. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  handled  by 
the  Board  during  the  past  biennial  period  in  comparison  with 
previous  periods: 


Cases  Presented 

Operations                 Operations 
Authorized         |         Performed 

July  1,  1933-June  30,  1934 

July  1,  1934-June  30,  1936 

July  1,  1936-June  30,  1938 

July  1,  1938-June  30,  1940 

July  1,  1940-June  30,  1942 

39 
309 
356 
352 
390 

39 
301 
350 
345 
385 

31 
252 
296 
305 
339 

The  Eugenics  Board  of  North  Carolina  9 
EXPENDITURES 

Fiscal  Year  Fiscal  Year 

1940-1941  1941-1942 

1.  Salaries $1,260.00  $    945.00* 

2.  Supplies  and  materials 4.43  10.23 

3.  Equipment   67.81  38.47 

4.  Postage,  telephone,  and 

telegrams    58.18  60.38 

5.  Printing  forms,  etc. 14.42  26.25 

6.  Printing  bulletins  and  reports  __  53.43  

7.  Subscriptions  and  dues 5.00  5.00 

Total $1,463.27  $1,085.33 

♦Since  the  Eiigeiiks  Board  was  without  a  stfiioKrajilier  for  a  period  of  tliree  months  during 
this  bienniuiii,  this  expenditure   is   smaller  tlian   usii.il. 
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TABLE  1 

StKRILIZATIO.NS   Do.NE   IX   THK   UXITKU   StaTKS    IMlKK    STATE   StKKII.I/ATIOX    LaWS, 

Up  to  January  1,  1942. 

Compiled  and  Issued  by  the  Human  Betterment  Foundation 
325  Security  Building,  Pasadena,  California 


State 


Alal)ania 

Arizona 

California 

Connecticut 

Dehnvare 

Georgia 

Idaho 

Indiana 

Iowa 

Kansas* 

Jfaine 

Micliigan 

Minnesota 

Mississippi..... 

Montana 

Nebraska 

New  Hampshire.. 

New  Yorlvt 

Xortli  Carolina... 
North  Dakotat.... 

Oklahoma 

Oregon 

South  Carolina... 

South  Dakota 

Utah 

Vermont 

Virginia 

Wasliington 

West  Virginia 

Wisconsin 


Totals. 


Males 


1 


1 


129 

10 

,81(1 

27 

32e 

28 

4 

582 

13.". 

,504 

20 
546 
428 
14it 

GO 
157 

7*i 
1 
274 
205 
122 
591 
1 
229 
149 

72 

780 

184 

1 

180 


13,780 


Females 


95 
10 

7,410 
399 
297 
108 
10 
547 
304 

1,079 
192 

1,717 

1,582 
387 
143 
251 
360 
41 
925 
370 
403 
931 
41 
388 
115 
149 

2,447 

501 

46 

1,039 


22,307 


Totals 


224 

20 

15.220 

426 

623 

136 

14 

1,129 
439 

2,583 
212 

2,263 

2,010 
536 
203 
408 
436 
42 

1,199 
575 
325 

1,542 

42 

617 

264 

221 

4,227 

685 

47 

1,219 


38,087 


♦Distribution  of  Kansas  figures  by  sex  for  1941  not  given  by  state  authorities,  estimated  by 
Foundation. 

tNew  York's  law  was  declared  unconstitutional,  repealed,  and  never  reenacted.  Ground  of 
adverse  decision,  lack  of  a  provision  for  a  hearing  by  patient  before  sterilization. 

JA  correction  from  the  North  Dakota  state  olflce  reduces  the  number  of  operations  on  the 
feebleminded  prior  to  1941  by  10  males,  8  females.  Allowance  for  this  correction  is  made  in 
the  above  figures  for  North  Dakota. 

These  figures  do  not  include  680  voluntary  sterilizations  performed  up  to  January  1,  1942,  In 
San  Quentin  Prison,  California. 


The  Eugenics  Board  of  North  Carolina 
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TABLE  2 

Eugenic   STERn^izATiox   Operations   Perfor.med   in   North   Carolina   1929   to 

June  30,  1942 


Iklale 

Female 

Year 

Vasectomy 

Castration 

Salpin- 
gectomy 

Ovariectomy 

Total 

1929 

I 

.... 

1 
7 
17 
11 
18 
53 
34 
45 
45 
10 

1 

-7 

9 

8 
7 
1 
3 
3 
2 

4 
2 

10 

10 

I 

3 

45 

152 

86 

105 

144 

102 

112 

132 

61 

1 

5 
1 
2 

1 
2 

2 
2 

3 

1930       

17 

1931 

11 

1932 

18 

1933     

4 

1934 

61 

1935 

178 

1936 

1937 

1938 

98 
128 
202 

1939 

138 

1940                                      

159 

1941 

181 

1942  to  June  30 

73 

(JraiKi  Total 

242                        44                      969                        16                  1271 

State  Institutional  Cases 

199                        31                      522                         7                    759 

County  Institutional  Cases 

Non- Institutional  Cases 

4                        48                         3                      55 
43                          9                      399                         6                    457 

TABLE  3 
Sterilization  Operations — State  Institutions 


Male 

Female 

Year 

Vasectomy 

Castration 

Salpin- 
gectomy 

Ovariectomy 

Total 

1929                      

1 

5 
9 
10 
15 
48 
28 
36 
37 
10 

1 

9 

8 
6 

1 

*> 
1 

1 
2 

4 
3 

:i 

1 

31 
67 
46 
66 
101 
41 
58 
65 
34 

■4 
1 
1 

1 
.... 

1930         ■                         

9 

1931 

3 

1932                        

15 

1933 

2 

1934 

45 

1935                 .                     

82 

1936                                       .... 

56 

1937 

82 

1938                                 

152 

1939                                     

70 

1940 _ 

1941       

94 
103 

1942  to  June  30      

46 

Total 

199 

31 

522 

7 

759 
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TABLE  4 

STKUII.IZATION    Ol'EUATlO.XS — CoU-XTY    I.NSTITUTIOXS 


Male 

Female 

"iear 

Vasec'touiy 

Castration 

Salpin- 
gectomy 

Ovariectomy 

Total 

1929 - 

1930 

1931 

1 
1 

1 
1 

2 
3 

1 

10 
5 
3 
2 
9 
6 
4 
3 

1 

1 

1 

2 
3 

4 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1 

1935 

1936                          ..'-.. 

11 
5 

1937 

4 

1938                                          

2 

1939 

1940 

9 
6 

1941              

5 

1942  to  .Tune  30                    ..     .  . 

3 

Total J. 

.... 

4 

48 

3 

55 

TABLE  5 
Steriliz.vtiox  Operations — Non-Institutioxal 


Male 

Female 

\ear 

Vasectomy 

Castration 

Salpin- 
gectomy 

Ovariectomy 

Total 

1929 

1 

2 
8 
1 
3 
5 
6 
9 
8 



1 
2 
1 
1 
2 
2 

4 
4 
2 
2 

13 
75 
35 
36 
41 
52 
48 
63 
24 

1 
1 

2 

1 
1 

1 

1930                                   .  . 

5 

1931 

1932                         .               

4 
3 

1933 

1934 

2 
15 

1935  .               

85 

1936 

37 

1937                     

42 

1938 

48 

1939 

59 

1940 

59 

1941              

73 

1942  to  June  30 

24 

Total 

43 

9 

399 

6 

437 

The  Eugenics  Board  of  North  Carolina 
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TABLE   6 

Age,  Sex  and  Type  of  Operation  of  Pek.sons  Sterilized  axd  Asexualized  in 
North  Carolina,  1929  to  June  30,  1942 


Age 

Vasectomy 

Castration 

Total 
Males 

Salpin- 
gectomy 

Ovari- 
ectomy 

Total 
Females 

Total 

lO-l'J* 

20-29 

86 
91 
48 
13 
3 
1 

14 
17 
11 

1 

1 

100 

108 

59 

14 

3 

2 

517 

309 

1S4 

9 

10 
3 
3 

527 
312 

137 

9 

627 
420 

30-39 

196 

40-49 

23 

Over  49 

Uiikiinwn 

3 

2 

■    Total... 

242 

44 

286 

969 

16 

985 

1271 

*0f   the   627    cases   In    this   group    41    were    under    14 — one    age    9,    one    age    10,   five    age    11, 
thirteen  age  12,  nineteen  age  13,  two  age  14. 


TABLE  7 

Sterilization  Operation,s — State  In^stitutioxs — -By  Lxstitution  and  Type  of 

Operation  1929  to  June  30,  1942 


Jl 

ale 

Female 

Institution 

Vasectomy 

Castration 

Salpin- 
gectomy 

Ovari- 
ectomy 

Total 

Caswell  Training  School 

37 

1 

122 

f 
t 

32 

•> 

22 
7 

ll'.l 

147 

i) 

66 

3 

228 

4 

1 
2 

IDS 

Eastern  Carolina  Training 
School.... 

1 

Samarcand  Manor 

151 

State  Farm  Colony  for  Women.. 

State  Hospital  at  Goldsboro 

State  Hospital  at  Jlorganton 

State  Hospital  at  Raleigh 

9 

210 

11 

269 

Total             .  . 

199 

31 

522 

7 

7.19 

TABLE   8 

Sterilization  Operations  with  Reference  to  Type  of  Opek.vtion  and  Race 

1929  to  June  30,  1942 


Type  of  Operation 

White 

Negro 

Total 

Vasectomy 

Castration 

112 
19 

807 
15 

130 

25 

162 

1 

242 
44 

Sa  1  pirj  gee  torn  V 

969 

Ovariectomy 

16 

Total 

953 

318 

1271 
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TABLE  9 


DiSTRIBUTON     Ol'     StKRILIZATION     CaSES     WITH     ReFEKENCE     TO     MENTAL     DEFECT, 

Okkii.n  (IK  Pirrnidx  ami  Makita[.  Status — 1929  to  June  30,  1942 


Mental  Defect  as  Shown  in 
Petition  for  Sterilization 


Cerebral  Syphilis  with  Mental 

Deficiency 

Cerebral  Arteriosclerosis 

Congenital  Cerebral  Syphilis 

Dementia  Praecox 

Manic  Depressive  Psychosis 

Psycliosis  witli  Cerebral 

Syphilis 

Psychosis  with  Constitutional 

Inferiority 

Psychosis  witli  Epidemic 

Enceplialitis 

Psychosis  with  Hereditary 

Syphilis 

Psychosis  with  Mental 

Deficiency 

Psychosis  with  Syphilis 

Psychosis  Undiagnosed 

Psycliopathic  Personality 

Epilepsy 

Epilepsy  with  Mental  Deficiency 

Epilepsy  witli  Psycliosis 

Feelile-miiidedness 

Total 


Origin  of  Petition 


Non- 
Inst. 


3 

2 

13 

14 

2 

416 


45' 


County 
Inst. 


State 
Inst. 


4 
50 


5.5 


1 

1 

1 

109 

104 

1 

1 


40 
7 
12 
14 
90 
33 
10 
333 


T.j9 


Total 


114 
10 


16 

16 
10 

5 

12 
799 


1271 


Marital  StJitus 


Married      Single 


1 

1 

53 

51 


8 
4 

12 
3 

33 
6 
2 

77 


252 


54 
46 


31 

2 

4 

13 

69 

42 

10 

690 


965 


Widowed, 

Divorced,  or 

Separated 


7 
8 


1 
3 

32 


54 


This  book  circulates  for  a/2f-week  period  and 
is  due  on  the  last  date  starrfped  below.  It  may 
be  renewed  for  one  additional  period.  The 
fine  for  late  return  is  25^,a  day. 
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